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Va. ‘Heai*sl’ Raid 



Unconstitutional, 
U.S. Judge Rides 

By Patricia Camp 

Wathlncton Poit Staff WrUer 

A U.S. District Court judge has 
riJed that when FBI agents and Alex*, 
andria policemen broke into the 
apartment of a woman they errone- 
ously believed was newspaper heiress 
Patricia Hearst, they violated the 
woman’s constitutional rights. 

U.S. District Court Judge Robert R. 
Merhige Jr. ruled that when the* 
agents forced their way, guns drawn, 
into Elizabeth Ann Norton’s Alexan- 
dria apartment on March 15, 1975, 
they violated the Fourth Amendment,*^ 
which protects a person from unrea- 
sonable searches and seizures. 

The ruling, handed hown in Rich-- 
mond this week, did not deal with the 
question of damages. John D. Grad.\ 
Norton’s attorney, said he expects a 
date for the damage hearing to be set 
soon. 



Norton, who now lives in West Vir- 
gipia, had sued the FBI and the city 
police department for $500,000. At the 
time of the raid, Hearst was the ob- 
ject of a nationwide search. 

Grad and Assistant U.S. Attorney 
James R. Hubbard said yesterday they 
have not yet received a copy of the 
judge's memorandum, but Grad said 
he has been informed of its contents. ^ 
Grad said the judge's ruling means 
that the government can “be held lia- 
ble for the wrongful acts of its agents, 
whether or not they acted in goodie 
falth:“ 



FBI agents and Alexandria police- ^ 
men forced their way into Norton’s" 
apartment after receiving an anony-"^ 
mous telephone tip earlier that day 
that identified the Norton apartment 
as the hiding place for Hearst At the*' 
time of the break-in, FBI agents said 
they were looking for Norton’s room- 
mate, who supppsedly resembled 
Hearst . 



Last August, the government filed a 
brief with the court saying that the 
agents and policemen who raided the 
apartment demonstrated “care, cau- 
tion and clear respect for her digni- 
ty.” They asked the court to dismiss 
the suit and not award any damages. 
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